
















































Nt gteat Prince there, But Jacob was Heir and 
of the Primo-Geniture ; to thew the High Dig- 
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and of the Prime-Geniture 
is fully Decided, as well by the Univerfal Pras 
fice of Mankind, which is the Law of Nature; 
as by the Plain Word of God. And that 20 
Objettions from. Particular Paffages, are of no 
weight againft the Current of Aiftory, both Sa- 
cred and Profane. 


(1.) Yet Mafter, to give our Whiggs over 
and above what is Neceffary; and that I 
may be able to Sclve all their Scruples, I intreat 
you to give me your Anfwer to what Mr. Lock 
objects againft that Teat you have brought in 
Proof of the Primo-Genithre, Gen. xxvii. 29. 
37. Where Jacob is made Lord over his Bre- 
thren. He is very Long and Tedious upon it. 
But I will give it you as fhert as I can. 

He fays. p, 147 that the Privilege ef Birth- 
Right wasno more than a Greater Portion of 
the Goods or Eftate of the Father. 

Rehearfal. A Double Portion was Ordain’d to 
the Eldeft, by the Law, in Private Families. But 
itis as Evident, that the Crown and Dominion 
did Defcendin the Royal Family to the Eldef in 
the Kingdom of Fudab, which GOD himfelf fet 
up. As likewife among the Patriarchs before 
the Flood. AsI have fhew’d N. 57. 

And to be Lord over his Brethren, fignifies 
Dominion and Government. And cannot be Li- 
mitedto 2 Denble Portion only of Goeds. 

Country-m. But Mr. Lock Argues, p. 145, 
146, 147- That the Blefing given to Facob, 
wherein he was Declar’d Lord over his Bre- 
thren, Was not withany Relation to the Birth- 
Right. Becaufe Efaw had fold his Birth-Right 
Long before. 

Rehearf, But it is Plain, that J/aac gave the 
Bleffing as to the Eldef. And that E/au Plea- 
ded his Right to it, as fuch ; faying, Ver. 32. 
1 am thy Son, thy Firft-Born, Efau. We cannot 
tell what notice Z/aac took of his having Sold 
his Birth-Right to facob; or whether I/aac knew 
tt, or not. But he Certainly Defign’d the Ble/- 
fing fog Efan. 

Countrym. Mr. Leck takes great Pains p, 150, 
1§1, 152. to Prove, that this Blefing was 
ya relating to the Pofferities of Facob 
and Efax. And was not verify’d of their Per- 
foxs, For that Efaw was never a Servant to 
Facob. 

Rehearf. The Father was Mafter and Governor 
of his Family. But he might A/anumit, or Dif- 
tharge a Son, as well as a Servant, out of his 
Family. And let them Shift for Themfelves. 
Thence forward they were no more of the 
Family. And the Heir had nothing to do with 
them. This was the Cafe of E/zu, who in his | 
Father's time, Settl’d in mount Seir, and became 


“man. Hough | think AZaffer, that 
go } the Caufe of Monarchy,. 


Heir of his Father's Family and Succeeded him in 
that. And in the Promife of Inheriting the 
Land of Canaan. And the Family of I/aac was 
Deduc’d in Facob, and his Pofferity, and not in 
that of Efax.. But the Heir has Abfolute Domi- 
nion over all he finds in the Family, his Brothers 
as well as others, that were not AZanumitted or 
Difcharg’d by his Farher. Where there is no 
Superior Power to Xeflrain him, as in Political 
Governments. He Succeeds in the full Power 
and Authority of the Farker. 

But befides this, 1 grant, that the Bleffine 
given to Facob was Prophetical, and Refpecting, 
the Pofterities of Efau and Yacob, and not their 
Perfons. And that! fuppofe to be the Reafon 
why J/aac coud not Recal the Blefing fo Pro- 
phetically.Given, But what I produc’d that Text 
for was, that it was fpokenin the Stile of the 
Prerogative of the Firft-Born, and as to the Firff- 
Born. And Jacob Exprefs’d itin words as Aigh 
as thefe of his Father J/aac, when he call’d the 
the Primo-Geniture, the Excellency of Dignity, 
and the Excellency of Power. Gen. xlix. 3. was 
not this fomething more than a Double Portion 
of the Goods ? Was it for Selling his Reverfion 
of thefe Goods, that Efaw was call’d Profane? 
Heb. xii. 16. was this the D:/pifing of his Birth- 
Right, with which he his Charg’d Gen. xxv. 34. 
was it only his making an ill Bargain about 
fome Goods ? Which may be might never come 
to him, for he might have Dy’d before his Fa- 
ther. And this was 30 years before the Death 
of his Father, But to fhew the Conneétion 
there was betwixt the Birth-Right and the’ Ble/- 
fing, his being thus Providentially, and contrary 
to the Intention of his Father, Rejected from the 
Bleffing, was Attributed to his Profanene/s in fel 
ling his Birth-Right, as it is faid, Hib. xii. 16, 
17. Left there be any Profane perfon as Efau, who 
for one Morfel of Meat fold bis Birth-Right 5 for 
ye know how that afterward when he wend have 
Inherited the Bleffing, be was Rejected. Which 
feems to imply, that the Bleffing was annex’d to 
the Birth-Right, fo that if E/ax had not fold his 
Birth-Right, he had not Forfeited his Bleffing. At 
leaft, his feliing his Birth-Right was the Adethod 
that Providence took to make Way, for Re- 
je€ting him from the Blefing. All which fhews 
the Dignity and Re/peft which God had to the 
Primo-Geniture. Which was the whole Jmport 
of my naming that Text. But not to enter upon 
the Fulfiling of that Prophe/y,whether to Facob and 
Efau, or their Pofferities, fo that Mr. Lock’s long 
Digreffion upon that Point was wholly out of 
the way. As much out of Purpofe, as if he 
had gone about to Prove, that David was not 
the FirfteBorn tho’ he is fo call’d P/alm. Ixxxix. 
27. or that the Church Triumphant in Heaven 
‘were not all Elder Brothers, becaufe they are 
call’d the Firft Born, Heb. xii. 23. Both which 
Texts [have quoted, N. 57. Upon this Subje& 































nity of the Firft Born, when that Appellation is 
usd to Exprefs Goa’s Favour to David, and to 
Chrif bimfelf, as 1 have there Inftanc’dy-and to 
the Church Trinmpham in Heaven. | if an 
higher Appellation cou’d not have been given. 

Country-m. This has open’d my Un erftand- 


ding. And fhews, that Mr. LOCK’s Objeétions | 


are perfect Trifling And how Abhorrent do’s 
it look, after all this, to fee Mr. Lock, as if 
wholly Ignorant of the Phrafe or Import of the 
Holy Scriptures, to Dwindle all this Mighty 


Prerogative of the Firft Born, into a greater 


Share of Houfhold Stuff or Goods | 





were to Inherit this Land, as likewife what 
the Spiritual Covenant of Chrift. And Iaac was likes 
} Heir of this Promife concerning the Land of Cenea 
was in his Seed that Abraham was called, and his Fa 
BDeduc’d, that was to Inherit Canaan 5 And notejn 
eed of ihmacl, And this Mov'd che Brey of thay 
gainft Ufaacy as of Efawagainkt Facob. « ~ .T 


(3+) Country-m But Mr. Lock brings. andther ye 
Gen. xxv. 5, 6s to Explain the Former, and to hey! 
That there was nothing meant in all this, but the Ba” 
fbip to the Greater Portion of the Goods ot Abraham The 
words are thef¢,.Avd Abraham gave a that he bad nt 
Ifaac. But unto the Sons of the Concubines’ which Abrahay °. 
bad, Abraham oe Gifts, aud fent them away from Tan 
his Son, while he yet liv'd, Eaftward iuto the Eaft Chui 


But pray Aafter, why is Efau call'd Profane | 11. 
Rebear[. This was after the Death-of- Sarab, and ‘. 


for Selling his Birth-Right ? This makes fome- 
thing Sacred tobe in it. 


Rebear{. The Priefthood, as well as Civil Go- 


vernment, was Annex’d to it. And was Exer- 
cis’d by the Firft-Born, till God took the Levites 
for his Priefs. And itis faid, that he took chem 
in Stead of the Firfi-Born. Num. 3- 12. and Chap, 
viii. 18. 
And to imprefs the Dignity of the Firft-Born 
more ftrongly upon the minds of Aden, he San- 
étify’d the Firfilings of Beafts to be Sacrific’d un, 
to Himfelf. And this even from the Beginning- 
from the firlt Inffitution of Sacrifices, For thus 
we find it obferv’d by Abe/,Gen, iv. 4 That he 
Sacrificed the Firfilings of his Flock. And under 
the Law, whatever Open’d the Womb, whether 
Man, or Beaft, was Holy unto the Lord. Exod. 
Xiii. 2. Num. iil. 13+ 
( 2.) Country-m. This is very Remarkable, But Mr. 
Lock, p. 147. brings this Text, Gen. xxi. 10, Caft out the 
Bond-Womanand herSon for theSow of theBond.Woman fhall not 
beHeir with my Son, to prove that there was no more meant 
by Jfaac’s. being Heir, then that he fhou’d havea greater 
Portion of the Goods of his Fasher than Ifhmael. 
Rebearf. If Mr. Lock had Read two Verfes further, he 
woud have found, That there was much more meant 
by it. For ver. 12. God Himfelf gives the reafon to - 
brabam, who was Grieved to Turn his Son Jfhmael out 
of his Family. But God Commanded him to doit, with 
this Reafon, For in Ifaac fhall thy feed be Calld. God had 
betore Promis’d Abraham, That in his feed allthe Nations 
of the Earth fhould he Bleffed. This was a Promife of 
CHRIST to Come of the Seed of Abrabam. And now 
God tells Abraham from which of his Sons CHRIST fhou’d 
come, not from jhmael, but from Jfaac. In Ifaac fall 
thy feed be called. And as Efau perfecuted Facob, and 
thought to Kil’ him, after he had fold his Birth-Right 
to him, and that Facob had Received the Bleffing, which 
Efau thought to be his Due, on Account of his Primo- 
Geniture ; Gen. xxvii. 41. And we may fuppofe thought 
he might ftill Inherit if Facob were Dead: So Ifhmael 
who was the Elder Son,Perfecuted Jfaac, Probably for 
the fame Reafon; Becaufe Jfaac was made Heir of the 
Promife given to Abraham. For what is call’d his Mock- 
ing of Ifaac, Gen. xxi. 9. is call’d Perfecuting him, Gal. 
iv. 29. Andmay be a good Reafon for having Ihmael 
fent away, left he might Deftroy J/aac, in hopes of Jn- 
heriting the Promife himfelf. And the Apoftle there Ap- 
plies this very Text, of the Heirfbip of Jfaac, to his be- 
ing, Heir of the Promife made to Abrabam. And from 
the Analogic, calls Chriftians likewife the Children of the 
Promifs, as Jfaac was. Gal. iv. 28, Now we, Brethren, 
as Haac was, are the Children of Promife. And ver. 30. 
Quotes the very Text we are {peaking of, to the {ame 
Purpofe. Neverthele{s what faith theScripture? Caft out the. 


brabam’s fecond Marrage. ver. 1. Andbas we may fy 
pofe, not Long before his Death ver. 7. 8. And coal 
quently many years after /jbmael wasfent away. And 
there is no word of Heir{hip in this Fe¥r, And we ma 
well fuppofe that J/aac was Elder than any of the Sonsof 
the Concubins here mention’d. So that here is no Dif. 
ficulty at all. 

Country-m. But Mr. Lock, p. 148. Infers from hence 
That Ifaac, by being Heir kad no Right to be Lord over bis Bre- 
thren, For if be bad, (lays Mr. Lock ) why fhou’d Sarah 
defire to rob him of one of bis Subjeds, bis Slaves, by Defis 
ring to have bim{ent away. 

Rebearf. This is turning back again to the former Tex, 
concerning Jhmael, for Sarah was Dead before what is 
mention’d in this fecond Text. This is Blending feyg: 
ral Things, and Paffages together, and arguing from them 
Beth, in the fame Breath, to confound the Reader, And 
T have already given an Account whyJ//bmael was fentaway 
becaufe he Perfecuted dfauc, and fought to Deftroy hime 
that he himfelf might be Heir of the Promife given fo 
Abraham (when Jfaac, was Dead ) of Foflefling Canaan: 
not to Examine now whether Jfhmael or Sarah her felf 
under ftood the further Jmport of that Promife, as itRes 
lated to Chrift the Promis’d Seed. 

Country-m. But now let me Add to Mr. Lock, and 
fuppofe, That thefe Sons of the Concubines, meniion’d in 
a fecond Text, had the like Defign with Ihmael againft 
Naac. * 

Rebearf. Then there was the fame Reafon for fending 
Them away» And Obferve, it is faid in this fecond Text 
that Abraham fent them away, Whilz he yet liv’d. And 
in what I before quoted Gen. xxvii. 41. Efau did not 
intend to Kill Facob, till after the Death of his Father 
Ifaac. For he faid, The days of Mourning for my Father 
are at band, then will I flay my Brother Jacob. And ver, 
42. He did Comfort bimjelf in this Purpofé to Kill Jacob. 
Then there had been an End of the Bleffing given to 
Facob. And Efau wou'd have had his Birth-Right again. 
Country-m. And wou'd it not have been the fame, if 
he had kilf'd Facob during his Father’s Life? 

Rebearf. Then he had been Lyable to the Fuftice of 
his Father, as Cain was for the Marder of his Brother, 
Which fhews, the Soveraign Power to have been all along 
in the Father. AS I have faid before, where there js 
no Superior Political Power to Reftrain it. . And Bfau, 
if he had Efcaped out of the Hands of his Father (upon 
the Murder of his Brother). muft have been a Fugitive 
from him, as Cain was, and Effeétually Difinberited. 
Now if we Suppofe thefe Sons of the Concubines to 
have had any fuch Defign againft J/aac, or that Abra« 
ham was Apprebenfive of it, from the Example of /fmael, 
which he had before feen, then his fending, them away, 
while be Liv’d, Carries the fame Force in it we have 
been fpeaking of in the Cafe of Efau. 

But if there was no fuch thing, yet why might not~ 
Abrabam, while be liv’d, fend them far off from Jfaae, 
and Provide for them in the Eaft, whither the Domi- 
nion of Jfaac was not to Reach? As God made Jfimael a 
Great Nation, though he wou’d not fuffer him to be 
Heir of the Promis‘d Land with Ifaae. As for his Rob- 





Bond-Woman and her Son; for the Son of the Bond-woman 
fhall not be Heir with the Son of the Free-woman, fo then, 
Brethren, we are not Children of the Bond-woman, but of the 
Free. So that we fee the <Apoftle underftood this eir- 


bing Jfaac of fo many of his Slaves in Reverfiow, with 
which Mr. Lock Pleafes himfelf, it is a Piece of his wir, 
a meer Feft. For Ahraham had Power to do it, while 
be lived. And it may be he did it, becaufe if he had 


it Typiee | 








foip of Ifaac, to be a Chriftian Heirfhip, of which we at 
this Day, do Partake. And not to be meant, as Mr. Lock 
wou'd have it,to Refpeét nothing at all. but a Greater 
Share of the Goods and Chattels of his Father Abrabam, 
who had. no other, no Real Eftate not fo much asto fet 
his foot om. A&. vii. 5. Yet, fays St. Stephen, He 
(God) Promifed that He wou'd Give it to bim (Abraham) 
for- a’ Poffelfion, and to kis feed after him, when as yet be 
bad no Child.” This was the Land of Canaaz which God 
Premis’d to Abraham, and to his Seed. And was.a Type 


not , he knew, That after his Death thefe Sons of the Cone 
cubines had been intirely under the Dominion of Jfaat ~ 
their Elder Brother. But‘whether Abrabam did it, to fe- 
cure Jfaae from Them; or Them from J/aac; Ic makes 
nothing to the Argument we are upon. Belidesthe Us- 
certainty of fuch Suppofitiens, where we have no folid 


Ground to go upon. 
‘ Country-m. There are fome other Obje#ions of Mr. Lock, 


‘upon’ this Head, which’ I muft reterve to the next op- 





reunity, if.I donot Quite Zyre out your Ratieuce. But 


of Heapen, of the Ferufalem that is Above. And the 
A bibs or Bfti, pie may be of Ufe tc Perfons of my Capacity. 


Pofterity of-JJaac, and ot Farob, not of Iomnéh, 
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